
A train carries impossible objects across a whimsically 
apocalyptic landscape.  Fantastical structures rise 
along the train’s route, while traditional structures 
become uprooted, until the landscape itself comes 

unhinged and folds into itself.

Jeremy Gordaneer is painting a novel, chapter by 
chapter. By creating an invented world where scale no 
longer matters, Gordaneer evokes the beauty and hor-

ror of industrialization. The painting’s wondrous 
impossibilities give way to a landscape that comes 

undone in the wake of an environmental catastrophe. 

There Is No There is an inner landscape, inspired 
equally by 19th Century industrial schematic 

drawings, the proliferation of recent ecological 
disasters, and Jeremy’s recent road trip through 

the ruins of Detroit and New Orleans.  

There is no There is a multi-panel, oil on board landscape painting by Montreal-based visual artist Jeremy Gordaneer.  Each panel is 4’-0” x 6’-0”, the final length of the painting is projected to be 100 feet long.  

Gordaneer is currently searching for a suitable space to exhibt this painting.

Chapters 1-4 in progress- 20 feet long.

To see the painting’s current progress, please visit
http://novelpaintingproject.blogspot.com/

An impossible, whimsical landscape evokes our underlying horror of social and ecological collapse
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The age-old idea that everything is connected—that there is no 
space between anything—has been reinvigorated today by explo-
rations into quantum physics. 

As a painter and sculptor, Jeremy Gordaneer explores different 
ways to ground into being the idea of a continuum. He takes 
the traditional dichotomies of painting and sculpture, figure/
ground, background/foreground, and subverts them in order to 
create an interesting new pictorial space more in keeping with 
the contemporary world.  The inclusion of found objects (or in 
the paintings, realistically depicted objects) gives the viewer an 
entry point to the work as well as calling into question scale and 
meaning. 

Although Gordaneer obtained an Arts Diploma from Camosun 
College and a BFA in design for theatre from The University of 
Victoria, his real painting education springs from a life-long  
artistic dialogue with his father, James Gordaneer. This educa-
tion ranged from travelling to countless painting workshops as a 
child to a decade of intensive conceptual and aesthetic probing 
as part of The Chapman Group of Artists during the 1990s. James 
and Jeremy continue working together, both thematically and 
ideologically.

In recent months, Gordaneer has set aside more conceptual 
projects, preferring to comment on and engage with the world 
he experiences every day—both in and around his Mile End studio 
and in response to current global events.


